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[IT-DELHI HAS
GLOBAL RANK
OF 218, RS TOLD

New Delhi, March 30;
. Indian Institute® | of
Technology-Delhi is the
country’s highest ranking
institution in world with a
global rank of 218, the Rajya
Sabha was  informed
Friday. - .
Minister of state for HRD
D, Purandeswart said dur-
ing Question Hour that as
per the Quacquarelli
Symonds global system of
ranking of higher educa-
tion institutions for 2011,
IIT-Delhi is the overall -
highest ranking institution
in India at serial number
218. S
. *As per the Times Higher
Fducation World
University Rankings for
2011, IIT-Bombay is _the
highest ranked institution
at serial 317, while the
Academic Ranking of
World Universities has
ranked Indian Institute of
Science, Bengaluru at seri-

al 321,” she said. — PTT ,
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DCNS inks MoU with IIT Bombay

‘DCNS signed, through
DCNS Research, a Memo-
randum of Understanding
with the Indian Institute of
Technology, Bombay, one of
the top academic institutions
dedicated to engineering and
technology research in India.
It has been signed by Dr
Alain Bovis, Executive Di-
rector of DCNS Research,
and Prof Shiva Prasad, Dean
of Academic Programmesin
IIT Bombay.

This MOU opens new co-
operation avenues to DCNS
in India for education and re-
search programmes in naval
defence and energy. Consid-
ering their respective do-
mains of expertise, DCNS
and IIT Bombay expect a
rapid deployment of several
projects. These will include:
m Sponsoring research and
development programmes to
be carried out jointly by IIT
Bombay and DCNS Re-
search teams,

m Sponsoring Indian student
projects and fellowships at
IIT Bombay

m Training DCNS personnel

through “Continuing Educa-
tion Programmes” con-
ducted by I1IT Bombay.

The research projects will
be run at IIT Bombay
premises with support of
DCNS Research teams or in
dedicated common facilities.

Thermo hydraulics, elec-
trical engineering and mater-
ial sciences are the most
promising areas of scientific
interaction between the two
organisations,

Prof Prasad said, “There

is a huge potential for cooper-
ation in educational and
R&D programmes in the
maritime and energy do-
mains between ITT Bombay
and DCNS.”

Dr Bovis said, “This new
development emphasises our
investments in long term in
India. It also aims to acceler-
ate technological progressin
mutually beneficial areas by
tying up with one of the top
Indian research centres.”

ITT Bombay’s vision is to
be a fountainhead of new
ideas and of innovations.

.There hasbeen an increasing

emphasis on research which
is reflected in the increasing
number of postgraduates,
publications and patents.

DCNS Research, the
corporate research centre
of DCNS, works on compu-
tational fluid dynamics,
computational structure
dynamics, material science,
information technology,
acoustics and electromag-
netism.

This agreement s
strongly supported by the
Science and ‘Technology De-
partment of the French em-
bassy in India.
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College accepts 2,032 students out of 34,302 — less than Ivy League rivals Yale, Princeton

# New Jersey-based
Princeton’s acceptance rate
was based on g total
applicant pool of 26,664

& Yale, in New Haven,
Connecticut, received
28,974 admission
applications

w Columbia University in
New York admitted 7.4 per
cent of the 31,851 students
who applied

JANET LorIN
Bloomberg

HARVARD College accept-
ed 5.9 per cent of appli-
cants for its freshman class,
a record low and a smaller
percentage than its Ivy
League rivals Yale
University and Princeton
University,

Harvard offered seats to
2,032 students out of the
34,302 who applied for the
2012-2013 academic year,
the school in Cambridge,
Massachusetts, said in a
statement. Yale accepted
6.8 per cent of applicants
and Princeton 7.9 per cent,
both also record lows,
according to the schools.

Students have until May
1 to decide where to attend.
Princeton and Harvard
reinstated  non-binding
early acceptance pro-
grammes this year, where
those who applied in
November found out in
December whether they
had been accepted. The low
admittance rates, a mea-
sure of the schools selectiv-
ity, may deter some stu-
dents from applying, said
Darby McHugh, college
adviser at the Bronx High
School of Science in New
York.

It means we have to look
beyond the Ivy League,
McHugh said in an inter-
view. Kids apply to Ivy
League  schools  just

~Times Of India ND 31/03/2012

FATE SEALED: Harvard offered spots to about 125 fewer students than last year, because the return

of its early action programme makes predicting how many students will accept more difficult

because they're Ivy Leagues
and it’s not necessarily the
right place for them.
Princeton’s acceptance rate
was based on a total appli-
cant pool of 26,664, the
Princeton, New Jersey-
based college said on its
website. Yale, in New
Haven, Connecticut,
received 28,974 applica-
tions, the undergraduate
admissions office said in an
e- mailed statement.
Columbia University in
New York admitted 7.4 per
cent of the 31,851 students
who  applied, Jessica
Marinaccio, dean of under-

Harvard had an
endowment of
$32 billion as
of June 30

graduate admissions, said
in an e-mailed statement.
Cornell University, in
Ithaca, New York, offered
spots to 16.2 per cent of its

P-23

freshman applicants,
according to an e-mailed
staternent. The University
of Pennsylvania admitted
12,3  per cent, the
Philadelphia-based school
said March 28.

Columbia, Penn and
Cornell also belong to the
Ivy League, which groups
eight colleges in the north-
eastern US Harvard offered
spots to about 125 fewer
students than last year,
because the return of its
early action programme
makes predicting how many
students will accept more
difficult, said William

Fitzsimmons, dean of
admissions and financial
aid.

The school offered
places to 772 students in
December. “One thing we
cannot have is to be over-
crowded in the Harvard
Yard,” Fitzsimmons said in
a telephone interview.
Harvard expects to use its
waiting list, Fitzsimmons
said. In some recent years
as many as 200 students
have been admitted in May
and June, he said.

Harvard, the wealthiest
school in higher education,
had an endowment of $32
billion as of June 30.
Alummni of Harvard College,
the undergraduate division
of Harvard University,
include John Roberts, chief
Jjustice of the US Supreme
Court, and Sheryl
Sandberg, chief operating
officer of Facebook.

Tuijtion, fees and room
and board at Harvard for
2012-2013  will  cost
$54,496, up from $52,652
for the current academic
year. Yale is the second rich-
est schocl with an endow-
ment of $19.4 billion,

Alumni include former
presidents George HW
Bush and George W Bush.
Princeton counts first lady
Michelle Obama and US
Supreme Court Justices
Samuel Alito Junior, Sonia
Sotomayor and Elena
Kagan among its alumni.

Universe expanding, driven by ‘dark energy’

Study Reaffirms Einstein Theor

London: The universe is ex-
panding atexactly the speed pro-
fessor Albert Einstein has pre-
dicted — driven by “dark
energy”, saysanew study.

For its study, a team of cos-
mologists from University of
Portsmouth and the Max Planck
Institute for Extraterrestrial
Physicshasexamined the period
between five and six billion
yearsago whentheuniversewas
half its present age and made
measurementsof extraordinary
aceuracy, within 1.7%. The find-
ings support Einstein’s general
theory of relativity which pre-
dicts how fast galaxies, separat-

MOVING APART

ey
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ed by large distances, should be
moving toward one another and
at what rate the structure of the
universe should begrowing. The
conclusions are consistent with
the concordance model of auni-
verse that bloomed from the big
bang some 13.7 billion years ago,
the‘Daily Mail’ reported.

Team member Dr Rita Tojej-
rosaid: “The results are the best
measurement of an intergalac-
tic distance ever made, which
means cosmologists are closer
than ever to understanding why
the universe’s expansion is ac-
celerating. One of the great
thingsabout Einstein’s theory of

relativity is that it is testable,
Our results support the theory
and are fully consistent with the
notion that constant vacuum en-
ergy - empty space creating a
repulsive force — is driving the
acceleration of the universe.
“These are profound state-
ments that deseribe the physics
of our universe at the most fun-
damental Jevel. Critically, the re-
sults find no evidence that dark

"energy is stmply an illion

stemming from our poor under-
standing of thelaws of gravity—
Einstein’s theory has passed its
most stringent test yet at extra-
galacticscales.” sm

t Empty Space Creating A Repulsive Force Is Behind Growth

Earth most likely was
Moon's sole parent

esearchershave castdoubts

over Moon’s origin,
challenging the widely held
theory that agiant collision
between Earthand a Mars-sized
object ~ that scientists call Theia
- gavebirthtothe moond.5
billion yearsago. Butan analysis
of titanium from the Moon, Earth
and meteorites, published by
Junjun Zhang atthe University of
Chicago, and four co-authors
indicates the Moon's material
came from Earth alone, ani
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‘Govt to build 20 new
design colleges soon’

NEW DELHI, DHNS: The gov-
ernment plans to build 20 new
design colleges across the
country as part of the 12th Five
Year Plan, said Sam Pitroda,
advisor to the Prime Minister
on public information infra-
structure and innovations.

At a plenary function on a
five-day workshop on ‘design
innovation’, Pitroda said the de-
sign schools will aim at creating
professionals who can work to-
wards resolving community is-
sues,

“The government is building

a billion dollar fund for inno-"

vations through science and
technology, universities and
banks. We have started two
centres for innovation in Delhi
and Baroda.

“Two national knowledge
network to improve research
collaboration will also be in
place by the end of this year,”
said Pitroda.

“At least 2.5 lakh local pan-
chayats will be roped in to lay
optical fibres.”

Though the Indian govern-
ment innovates more than any
other government, he said the
challenge that the country
faces is of affordability. “It is
through design that India will
be able tc overcome several is-
sues,” he added,

HHHTHT R TR

US model not
sustainable

World over the best brains
are being used to solve the
problems of the rich and
nobody has the time to ad-
dress the problems of the
poor, said Pitroda to
DHNS. The consumerist
mode] of economic growth
which India has adopted
from U S will create more
disparities between the
rich and the poor of the
country, he said. “Adopting
the US economic growth
model will not be sustain-
able, desirable and scala-
ble,” he added, while ad-
dressing a conference
‘Country of my Dreams’ or-
ganised by JNU's interna-
tional youth forum on Fri-
day. Pitroda emphasised
on questioning the way
things work. “Why do we
need a car with 300 or so
parts in it?Is that the right
model? Is an auto rickshaw
which is used in abun-
dance the right model? Is
there an alternative to oil?
We need ask different
questions.”
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SIATE T0 DROP
MH-CET FOR NEW
EXAM FROM 2013

Bhavya Dore

m bhavya.dore@hindustantimes.com

MUMBAL The state will do away
with the Maharashtra Common
Entrance Test (MH-CET) for
engineering courses from next
year and will instead adopt the
newly announced Indian
Science Engineering Eligibility
Test (ISEET), state government
officials said on Friday.

“The state has agreed to go
for the ISEET. We have to
decide onthe weightage (for the
different components of the
test),” higher and technical edu-
cation minister Rajesh Tope
said. Maharashtra is among the
first states toadopt the ISEET.

Tope attended a meeting
organised by the Directorate of
Technical Education on Friday
with parents, teachers, educa-
tionists and students to get feed-
back on the new test.

I[SEET, announced by the
HRD ministry earlier this year,
hasbeen envisaged as acommon
national entrance test for engi-
neering aspirants. The CBSE will
conduct the two-part test, which
will also take into account stu-
dents' marks in the Class 12 board
exam. States have the option of
adopting the test as well as the
weightage they would like to allot
to each segment.
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New engineering entrance
exam to be held twice a year

NEW SYSTEM ISEET, which will replace the MH-CET from next year, will be binding on all engineering
institutes in the state; committee to be formed to decide weightage to be given to board exam marks

HT Correspondent

m htmetro@hindustantimes.com

MUMBAL The Maharashtra gov-
ernment, on Friday, said it would
set up a committee to decide the
welghtage to be given to board
exam marks while adopting the
Indian Seience Engineering
Eligibility Test (ISEET) for engi-
neering admissions in the state.
ISEET, announced by the
human resourees development
ministry eardier this year; has been
envisaged as a common nation-
al entrance test for engineering
aspirants. The state povernment
has decided to do away with the
Maharashtra state Common
Entrance Test (MH-CET) for
engineering courses from 2013,
The logie behind introdueing
a single test is to do away with
the stress students undergo
preparing for multiple tests, as
well as the cost and time involved.
On Friday, CBSEchairperson
Vineet Joshi made a presenta-
tion on the new test, while the
director of the Indian Institute of

All engineering
institutes, whether
private or aided or deemed
universities, will have to
follow the ISEET from
next year.

OFFICIAL,
irectorate of technical educati

Technology-Bombay (IIT-B) also
spoke on it. Both
the ISEET was a work in
progress.

Joshi said the ISEET optionis
likely to be available twice a year
— in April/May, and then later
inthe year for students who miss
the first round.

"All engineering institutes,
whether private or aided or
deemed universities, willhave to
follow the ISEET from next year,”
said a Directorate of Technical
Education ofTici;

Various audience members
spoke on the weightage combi-
nations possible. The minister

said that all of these would be
taken into aceount and a com-
mittee would be formedto delib-
erate on the matter. The com-
mittee would then formulate a
report within the next two

maonths and place it before the
public. The public would be invit-
ed to give their feedback after
which, the policy would be
finalised. The entire process is

likely to take four months, Tope

ISEET: WHY AND HOW

= The state government has
decided to do away with the
MH-CET for enaineering
courses from 2013,

= The ISEET, which will replace
the MH-CET, has been envis-
aged as a common national
entrance test for engineering
aspirants.

= The idea behind introducing a
single test is to do away with the
stress students undergo prepar-
ing for multiple tests, as well as
the cost and time involved.

® The CBSE will conduct the
two-part test, which will also
take into account students’
marks in the Class 12 board
exam

snid. Some of the concerns

«dl ait the forum were
rding the board exam

process itself; people wanted to
know how transparent and ervor-
free the process was,



